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left to Lieutenant-Colonel Denis to propose an astounding-
scheme devised by himself and Pastor Lehnbach.
Lehnbaeh, as a Protestant missionary, had considerable
influence among the tribes, and he believed that by exploiting
the natural antipathy they had towards the whites he could
organize them into armed bands to deal with the 'broussards,',
the colonists of the interior, whose strong democratic feelings
were most feared. To Pelicier's credit he rejected this
monstrous suggestion which could only have led to either a
general massacre of the white population, or a repetition of
the 1878 warfare between natives and whites. Before the
meeting closed, Pelicier asked his advisers their opinion on
the idea of requesting the armed sloop Dumont d'Urville to
be sent from Tahiti to Noumea. As some of those present
were not willing to aggravate the situation by having a
warship in the harbour, the project was dropped.
Four days later, however, the Dumont d'Urville dropped
anchor in. Noumea harbour. As it takes at least ten days
to come from Tahiti even Pelicier's most intimate advisers
felt they were being 'double-crossed.' It was obvious that
Pelicier had taken it on himself to order the warship to
Noumea. The arrival of the sloop was commented on
unfavourably in the capital, and people began to be restless
and suspicious. The day that the Dumont cPUrville arrived
—August 28rd—Pelicier received a telegram from Sir
Harry Luke, Governor of Fiji, and British High Commissioner -
for the Pacific. Sir Harry was on a visit to the New
Hebrides, and wired Pelicier that while he was down in that
part of the world he would like to take the opportunity of
visiting Noumea.
Once again Pelicier called his intimates together, undecided
whether to allow Sir Harry to come or not. Lieutenant-
Colonel Denis said he would refuse the boat entrance to the
harbour. Commandant Taissant de Quievrecourt, Com-
mander of the Dumont d'Urville, on the other hand, said
that Sir Harry would have to be received with all customary
honours. The Secretary General thought Sir Harry could

